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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


Communications. 


STATISTICS OF INSANITY. 
By F. Horner, M. D. 
Of Virginia. 

Virginia had, according tothe late report of 
the Census Bureau, 1,179 insane persons. 
The hospitals for this class are located at Wil- 
liamsburg and Staunton. Hysteria prevails 
among young females, and is due to their more 
delicate, nervous organization and to the artifi- 
cial habits of society, late hours, the loss ef rest 
and indulgence of.the passions. The loss of 
appetite isa constantsymptom. Acute mania 
is less common since the close of the war. 
Physical debility, intemperance and political 
excitement are primary causes of insanity in 
the Southern States. An old physician in- 
forms me that during a practice of thirty years 
he has sent to the hospital five patients—most 
were females, and all the cases were of heredi- 
tary origin. There was noconsultation. The 
poor were committed to the sub-sheriff and 
lodged in the jail. The humane modern prac- 
titioner can rejoice over the great revolution 
effected by the immortal Pinel in the moral 
treatment of this class. He urged that “in- 
sanity is as much a disease as any other with 
Which it pleases God to afflict mankind, and is 
frequently rendered incurable by unkind and 
rigorous treatment. The insane are entitled 
to our deepest commiseration, and claim our 
aid as well as sympathy by reminding us that 
their condition but represents what all may in 
the providence of God be called upon to en- 
dure.” 

The writer is cognizant of two examples 
where the lives of both persons—one a youth 
of uncommon intelligence, possessed of for- 





tune and holding the most respectable social 
position, were sacrificed, because the medical 
adviser failed to have them subjected to the 
restraints of the hospital. In country prac- 
tice the profession are slow to detect facts of 
the kind, and equally so to act judiciously 
upon the conviction. 

The maladies of the brain have their origin 
in appreciable causes. Dr. Pliny Earle 
affirms, “‘ Insanity is not a disease of the mind, 
but is the effect of a diseased action of the 
brain, the organ through which the operations 
of the mind are manifested.” After an acute 
illness of fever, or a severe injury, the brain 
and meninges are liable to irritation, inducing 
often the development of latent symptoms of 
serious disease in one of the vital organs. 

It is a well established fact that seventy, if 
not eighty per cent. of cases of insanity, ad- 
mit of easy and speedy cure, if treated in the 
early stage, provided there be no strong con- 
stitutional predisposition tocerebral affections. 
Unfortunately the golden opportunity is too 
often neglected. With reference to the age 
at which insanity is most apt to occur, Dr. 
Winslow states, “ In four American hospitals 
33.73 per cent. were between twenty and 
thirty, and at this period the disposition to 
mental disease in the United States is stronger 
—a fact ascribed to the earlier age at which 
young men enter the world and engage in 
business and politics. Relapses are not un- 
frequent; ‘out of 2,804 cases, as stated by 
Esquirol, there were 292 relapses, or about 
one-tenth. The number may, perhaps, vary 
from one-fifth to one-tenth, according to the 
completeness of the cure and the subsequent 
position of the patient in relation to the causes 
of the disease.’ ’’ 

In the treatment, occupation of the mind 
and body constitute an important element, 
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with exercise in the open air. Kind, gentle, 
and affectionate measures have disarmed in- 
sanity of its repulsive and ferocious character- 
istics, and contributed to clothe the unfortu- 
nate in his right mind. Where the food of 
the patient is defective in quantity or quality, 
or is badly cooked, he suffers greatly from 
dyspepsia or neuralgia. Surgeon Woodward, 
U.S. A., in his excellent Manual for the Hos- 
pital Steward, has suggested a most admirable 
diet table. The modern mode of heating pub- 
lic hospitals by furnaces and heaters may be 
useful for protection, but the open fire-place 
or stove is preferable. 

In the majority of cases, medicines cannot 
be dispensed with. The excitement of the 
brain, which induces the most painful insomnia, 
demands the continued use of anodynes. Hyos- 
ciamus, bromide of potassium, and morphia, 
furnish the best formule. Purging has always 
been a favorite remedy with some practition- 
ers. Frequent bathing also, and absolute 
rest, especially after exercise and eating, may 
be employed. It were criminal to argue that 
this class of unfortunates should be denied the 
consolations of religion. They have reason to 
rejoice over the action of the Superintendents 
for the Insane at their late meeting in Staun- 
ton, when a resolution was carried approving 
the continuance of the religious exercises of 
the chapel on the Sabbath. Since the advent 
of the Saviour on earth, the cure of the insane 
has been deemed possible, and we should en- 
deavor, says Prof. Geo. B. Wood, tu control 
symptoms, “through the senses, the intel- 
ligence, the memory, and the affections, to 
touch those delicate cords which vibrate 
thought and emotion, and so touch them that 
they shall again produce their wonted har- 
mony.” 

COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE FE- 
MUR, WITH DISLOCATION OF THE 
PATELLA. 

By A. J. Irwin, M. D., 


Of Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


About sunset on the 3lst day of October, 
1868, John Wycoff, Esq., aged 40 years, while 
assisting at the raising of a grain-house, was 
struck by a falling timber. 

The frame had been raised in sections, each 
of which consisted of three posts and a plate. 
(Posts 6x6 inch.,+10 feet ; plate 6x8 inch., +16 
feet.) The last section was forced up rapidly, 
and fell inwardly, while Mr. W.was in the act 
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of crossing a sill directly under one of its outer. 
posts. The stroke was received one inch 
below the great “ trochanter,” and swept 
down the lateral posterior surface of the 
thigh, within three inches of its outer condyle, 
while the lateral anterior surface of the inner 
condyle was fixed upon the margin of the sill, 

I visited the patient about three hours after 
the accident ; he was much depressed. Gave 
stimulants and morphia. Diagnosed the fol. 
lowing unusual form of fracture: Four inches 
above the knee a double oblique fracture of 
shaft, with division of the condyles, and dislo- 
cation of the petalla upon its edge between 
them, in which position the latter was 50 
deeply impacted as to be quite obscured. 

As motion produced insufferable pain, I ad. 
justed the limb as comfortably as possible, pre- 
scribed opiates, and cold water dressing, 
Rested well. 

Nov. lst. Anesthetized the patient, pro 
ceeced toelevate patella, which was difficult to 
accomplish as anticipated. Having made e:- 
tension to release the fragments from the soft 
parts, I raised the leg about twenty degrees 
above the plane of the thigh, in which posi- 
tion it was held by an assistant, thoroughly 
relaxing the quadriceps. The wedge-like ex- 
tremity of the superior section was then 
pressed up between the condyles, at the same 
time the inner condyle was depressed and late- 
ral motion made on the patella, which comple- 
ted its reduction. 

Tke partially dislocated condyles were a¢ 
justed; the limb was bandaged while well ex- 
tended, and immediately placed upon a “double 
inclined plain splint,’’ from the superior plane 
of which a crescent had been excised. This 
aparatus was made especially recessary by the 
necessity of local treatment to the contused 
lateral posterior surface of the thigh. Short 
splints were applied to prevent separation d 
the condyles. 

A weight was suspended to the limb to assist 
in preserving extension. Cold water dressings, 
and opiates prescribed. 

November 2.—Fever. Parts much swolle. 
Knee leeched. Cold water applications co 
tinued. Dover powder prescribed. 

November 3.—Fever abating. More leech# 
to knee. Treatment continued. 

November 4.—Less fever. Slough formiit 
over the contused surface, 12 x 6 inches. 

November 5.—Free of fever. Swelling abs 
ing. Prescribed carbolic acid in linseed @: 

one drachm to eight ounces, to be applied # 
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sloughing surface. Sulphate of quinine 5j, 
aromatic sulphuric acid f3ss. in f3viij. of 
brandy. A teaspoonful to be taken every 
hour. Opiates at night to procure rest, and 
allay spasms of limb. This treatment was 
continued until 

November 10.—Slough detaching to the 
depth of the integument only, exposing par- 
tially occluded puncture made by point of ex- 
ternal condyle. Condition improved. Same 
treatment continued, omitting the brandy. 

November 20.—Slough entirely separated. 
Denuded surface doing well. Dressing con- 
tinued in half the former strength. No other 
treatment. Extension preserved with great 
difficulty, the patient being of an irritable 
temperament, frequently persuading his wife 
to interrupt the tension, notwithstanding posi- 
tive orders to the contrary. 

November 26. Was unduly anxious concern- 
ing farm matters. Hadfever. Demanded his 
wife to loose his limb from the splint, which 
shedid. Changed position frequently, resulting 
in the rupture of the adhesions, and displace- 
ment at the point of fracture in the shaft, the 
condyles being firmly united. Found the thigh 
shortened two inches. Inferior fragment rid- 
ing superior. Leg inverted, swollen and pain- 
ful. Patient almost exhausted. Re-adjusted 
the limb. Secured it firmly. Renewed cold 
water dressings. Prescribed Dover powder. 

December 1. Swelling, and pain abated. 

December 10.—Health improved, denuded 
surface mostly healed, bones united. 

December 15.~Union strong, splints removed, 
pillow placed under the knee, a lighter weight 
suspended to the foot. 

December 20.—Patient was taken home, a 
distance of five miles, after which, I did not 
visit him. 

He was obliged to remain in bed mostly for 
two months later, on account of hyperemia 
and pain of foot and ankle when depended. 

April 1.—Mr. W. called at my office. I ex- 
amined the thigh, found it one and a fourth 
inches shortened, otherwise in good shape. 
Patella adhering somewhat to the condyles, 
leg could be flexed about forty degrees, use of 
the joint improving. Shortly afterwards he 
moved westward. 

The bad condition of the patient in conse- 
quence of intemperate habits, the frequent 
interruption of extension, and finally the dis- 
placement, doubtless delayed recuperation, 
and assisted in shortening the limb. His atonic 
habit accounted for the early subsidence of 
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acute inflammation, and continuance of an as- 
thenic febricula, and malaise. The synovitis 
abated without disorganizing the knee. Thead- 
hesions resulting were principally between the 
patella and condyles, anchylosis of which 
was prevented by passive motion of the patella 
motion of the joint was necessarily delayed 
until the bones were united. 

Leeches and cold water were exclusively the 
topical treatment of the synovitis. 

I have been informed recently that he has 
fair use of the knee. 


HOSPITAL GLEANINGS. 
By James B. Burnet, M. D., 
Of Newark, N. J. 

NO. VI. 

CASE OF ABSCESS OF THE BRAIN. 

Jane McCann, aged 18 years, was admit- 
ted to Bellevue Hospital on July 26th, in 
a general condition of prostration, with 
cloudiness of intellect and slight delirium. Pa- 
tient was menstruating. Pulse regular and 
strong. She was taken on the 23d with pain 
in her left ear, followed by a purulent dis- 
charge. The symptoms being entirely cere- 
bral, a blister was applied to the nape of the 
neck. 

July 27th.—Passed a restless night. Hada 
slight convulsion to-day. Muscles of the back 
of the neck strongly contracted and rigid. 
Discharge from the ear is yellow and purulent, 
but inconsiderable in quantity. 

July 28th.—Restless all night. At 1 p.m. 
pulse 120. Skin dry and hot. Ordered Po- 
tassii Iodidi, gr. xi, every second hour. No 
intelligible answers to questions. Opisthoto- 
nos continued. There is some difficulty in 
swallowing. Bowels regular. 

July 29th.—Pupils contracted. Pulse 94. 

July 30th.—Skin cool. Pulse 94. Opisthot- 
onos continued. 

July 31st.—Opisthotonos not so marked, but 
still evident. Left pupil dilated; does not 
contract under light. One of the house phy- 
sicians gave it as his opinion to-day that an 
abscess existed in the brain. No diagnosis 
had been made in the case before. She died 
at 9 p. m. 

Autopsy 164 hours after death. 

A small collection of pus was found outside 
of the dura mater, near the apex of the pe- 
trous portion of the left temporal bone. An 
extensive abscess was found in the brain, oc- 
cupying the middle and posterior lobes of the 
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left cerebral hemisphere. The inferior surface 
of the cerebrum was of a soft greenish hue. 
Softening and discoloration of the brain-mat- 
ter around the abscess existed. It penetra- 
ted to the centre of the brain. Sub-arachnoid 
deposit of pus on the cerebellum. Pia mater 
strongly congested. Spinal cord exposed 
through the cervical and dorsal vertebre. 
There was some extravasated blood outside 
the dura mater, but no inflamation of the men- 
inges of the cord. 
CASE OF SOFTENING OF THE BRAIN. 

John Powers, aged 25, was admitted to 
Bellevue Hospital during the month of Au- 
gust. Seven years ago he fell, and sustained 
severe concussion of the brain, from which he 
was insensible for several hours. He gradu- 
ally recovered from this, and at the end of a 
month was perfectly well. People who knew 
him well, however, thought they observed 
some mental peculiarities about him after- 
wards. A year since he began to have some 
symptoms of cerebral trouble; he felt weak, 
nervous, and irritable. About six months ago 
he struck his head again, injuring himself near 
the posterior fontanelle. His head became 
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swollen and very painful. Soon after this he 
noticed a want of co-ordination in the move. 
ments of the right leg, frequently stubbing his 
toe, etc. About a week after he first noticed 
the paralysis, he had an attack of headache 
and vomiting, which lasted three days. On 
recovery he noticed an increase in the paral- 
ysis. Soon after his paralysis became very 
marked, and was accompanied with convulsive 
movements, which gradually extended upward 
to the head. This was followed by perfect 
convulsions and insensibility, his attacks re- 
sembling epilepsy. The paralysis when it in- 
vaded him having the striking peculiarity of 
always commencing at the feet, and gradually 
extending over the body. At this time (July 
21st) he is pleasant and agreeable, but his 
mental operations are slow, and his right leg 
drags in walking. After using his brain in 
any way, he feels exhausted. The right leg 
is diminished in size. His general health is 
good. He has abnormal sensations in his right 
foot, and it jerks about involuntarily. There 
is tenderness on pressure upon the left side of 
the head, just behind the coronal suture. No 
disease of the spine can be detected. 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


Periscope. 


Primary Venereal Sores—Constitutional Syphi- 
lis—Healthy Lactation, 


Mr. MorGan of the Lock Hospital has the fol- 
lowing interesting case in the Medical Press and 
Circular : 

K. B., aged twenty-six (ward No. 2, bed 7,) ad- 
mitted May 5, 1848. Four years unvirtuous; pre- 
sented hardened tender inguinal glands on both 
sides to such an extent that she was greatly incon- 
venienced in walking, though not so as to cause 
lameness. There was no other sign of syphilis, no 
sore of the genitals, no abrasion, and but little va- 
ginal discharge. She had given birth to a child three 
months previously ; the chil was perfectly healthy, 
and she continued to suckle it till her admission into 
the hospital. The glands had been swollen and 
tender for two weeks previous toapplication. These 
being the only signs, I made a speculum examina- 
tion, which showed a well marked small sore on 
the uterus about a quarter of an inch from the os 
externum ; and another sore of the same character 
on the vaginal wall avout two-thirds the distance 





within. Both these sores were clean looking and 
small, nearly the size of a threepenny piece, not 
smeared with pus or bleeding easily, and completely 
msensible. I practised auto-inoculation from each 
sore, on each thigh, and cauterized the sores with 
nitrate of silver, not with a view of their destruction, 
but of vigorous stimulation. The inoculations failed 
completely. In another week I repeated the inocv- 
lations with the same negative result ; and again in 
a week, when the sores were inclined to heal, but 
without success. 


I did not give mercury in any form, but by local 
applications, injections, and tonic treatment suc 
ceeded in healing the sores and improving the gen 
eral health. The swelling of the inguinal glands 
abated by fomentations and pressure; the patient 
was discharged, cured, June 6th, 1868. A drawing 
was taken of the sores as first seen, which shows 
admirably their condition and appearance. 

On the 3l1st of July, 1868, this woman again pre 
sented herself for admission. She states that she 
had not led a dissolute life since, and that she was 
not in needy circumstances. She is now a capital 
illustration of syphilitic poisoning; with the skis 
pallid and murky looking, alopecia well marked, ex 
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jargement of the cervical glands, small ulcer of the 
right tonsil, pains in the right shoulder-joints, and 
covered with a copious crop of papulo-squamous 
eruption, well marked on the palms of the hands 
and soles of the feet, and over the body generally. 
She had in her arms her child, the most perfect 
specimen of a boy in complete health and splendid 
condition that could possibly be seen; she states 
positively that she still partially suckles him, and the 
breasts no doubt still secrete. 

On admission, the child was put on spoon diet, 
and not allowed to suckle. The patient was treated 
by the calomel vapor bath, which she got three times 
a week for three weeks, fifteen grains of calomel 
being used for each bath, and the bath continued for 
twenty minutes. The bath was then ordered but 
twice a week for six weeks longer; ten grains of 
saccharated carbonate of iron were administered 
three times a day, and generous diet given. On the 
12th of October, 1868, the patient was allowed to 
leave the hospital, the eruption, which was exceed- 
ingly obstinate to treatment, having all but disap- 
peared. 

The calomel bath in this case acted most bene- 
ficially. In three weeks there was a slight foetor of 
the breath discernible, dnd some salivation. With 
regard to the child, there is no doubt but that on her 
first admission to the hospital it was nourished alto- 
gether by the mother, though she was suffering at the 
time from two primary sores, and there is but little 
doubt that it was partially nourished, at all events, 
by the mother, while the subject of intense consti- 
tutional taint; yet the child was in splendid con- 
dition, without a sign of anything syphilitic, showing 
that, though the mother was herself the subject of 
primary syphilis, with consequent glandular excite- 


ment, yet that the lacteal secretion not only was | 


harmless, but was capable of giving abundant 
nutrition; and again, that, though afterwards she 
was suffering from syphilitic fever, and the full 
excitement caused by the development of well 
marked constitutional symptoms, that even then 
there was no unhealthy taint communicated to the 
child. With regard to the latter circumstance, no 
doubt the child was but partially supplied by the 
nother, and its chief food was artificial. 


The Normal Temperature in Children. 

Dr. FINLAYSON contributes to the Glasgow Med- 
ical Journal an article on the fluctuations of the 
bodily temperature in children, based on an exten- 
sive series of observations. The following is a sum- 
mary of the results he has reached : 

1. The daily range of temperature is greater in 
the healthy child than that recorded in healthy 
adults : my observations give a mean range of be- 
tween two degrees and three degrees F. ; and those of 
Davy Gierse, Frohlich, and Lichtenfels, on them. 
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selves, give a range of about 1 degree F. only.* This 
great range in the course of the day must be borne 
in mind while stating average normal temperatures 
of children, and may account for the conficting 
statements on this subject. 

2. There is invariably a fall of temperature in the 
evening, amounting to one two or three degrees. I 
appeal with confidence to the cases of M. G., wt. 5} 
years, and E. C., wt. 10} years,as proof of this 
statement. Both children were in excellent health 
at the time of the observations, which were all 
made by myself. The average fall in the former 
case was 2°.12 F.; in the latter 2°.13 F. The eve- 
ning fall may take place before sleept begins. 

8. The most striking fall usually occurs between 7 
and 9 p. m., although it often begins about 5. p. m., 
and frequently continues on till after midnight. 

4. The minimum temperature seems usually to be 


reached at or before 2 a. m. 

5. The temperature usually begins to rise between . 
2 and 4a. m., while the child is still sleeping sound- 
ly, and before food has been taken. 

6. Fluctuations between 9 a. m., and 5 p. m., are 
usually trifling, so far as my experience extends. It 
is to be remembered, however, that the children ob- 
served were in a ward of pretty equable temperature 
and not liable to any violent exertion. 


7. There seems to be no very definite, or at least, 
obvious relationship between the frequency of the 
pulse and respirations, and the amount of norma 
temperature. The number of respirations seems, 
in the child, to be subject to many unimportant 
variations. I regret the absence of the pulse from 
some of the tables, but this was unavoidable in 
many of the cases; it also is very easily disturbed 
in children. 

In conclusion, although I am not prepared to an- 
nounce any practical application of the foregoing 
facts, I cannot but regard them as important and 
interesting to all—and they are an increasing num- 
ber—who use the thermometer in the investigation 
of infantile diseases. ‘ 





*I append the general result of Davy’s observations, also 
one day’s variations given as typical. 

Observations of Dr. John Davy, F. R. S., age 55 on 
himself. Temperatures under tongue. ‘‘ Physiol. Re- 
searches.” Lend., 1863. Pp. 14 and44. The results are 
averages from observations taken at the hours given, 
during the period August to April. 
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57.6 ‘ 50°.9 
55,2 | 54°.7 | 
. 2. : 54.7 62° 

tOf 31 newly-born children, Dr. Rogers found 14 sleep- 
ing, whose average temperature was 37°.26 C.; 17 were 
awake but calm, their temperature averaged 36°.91 C, 
(Arch. Gen. loc. cit., page 293.) ‘‘ Baernsprung est ar- 
rive a la conclusion que le sommeil ne change pas la 
temperature. Nouv. Dict. de Med., Paris, 1367 ; vol. vi., 


page 760. 
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It is well known, for example, that high evening 
temperatures are the rule, in cases of tubercular and 
enteric fever—often most difficult cases to make out 
in the young subject. A persistent evening rise of 
only one or two degrees comes to be very significant 
of mischief, if, in health, there ought really to be an 
evening fall to that extent. Many cases of tubercu- 
lar disease in children have been alluded to by 
writers,* and some have come under my own no- 
tice, in which the evening temperature could only be 
regarded as “normal.” It remains to be seen whether 
an altered view of the word “normal” may not 
here come to our assistance; but the question of 
pathological temperature is beyond the scope of the 


present paper. 


Influence of Education. 
Dr. BRAKENRIDGE, in an article in the Times and 
Gazette, supports the following thesis : 


The wider the range of the education, the more 
vigorous will be the health, and the greater the range 
of circumstances over which it may be preserved. 

Were the constitution limited to one constant un- 
varying set of influences, health would be incom- 
patible with the slightest deviation from this. The 
provisions of nature secure a considerable variety in 
this respect. In the rotation of the seasons we have 
@ constant succession of changes which check the 
tendency of the body to fall into a too narrow series 
of habitual activities. The width of education thus 
afforded renders it possible to move with comfort 
apd safety to considerably distant localities at sea- 
sons when their climate approaches in character to 
one or other of the seasons in the native climate. 
Thus we may indulge in a change to colder places 
during their summer if it is not colder than our win- 
ter, and to warmer places during their winter if it is 
not warmer than our summer. It is evident that 
the extent of this capacity for change must be regu- 
lated by the range of conditions to which the body 
has been accustomed, being greater or less according 
to the variability or equability of the developing 
climate. The development brought about by any 
one locality must, however, be, at the best, very 
limited compared with man’s capacity. Doubtless 
the craving for change which man feels with regard 
to many things is not without its physiological im- 
portance. 

Such deep-seated yearnings as the love of travel, 
and the great inventions to which, for its satisfaction, 
it stimulates him, hint that this local development, 
even where the balance of functional power is best 
preserved, by no means represents the highest state 
which he is capable of attaining. He possesses, in a 
rudimentary condition it may be, but none the less 
truly, powers which, where they all fully educated, 
might render him cosmopolitan. Greatly increased 


*See Dr. Ringer on Phthisis. Lond., Pp. 29-30, 81. Dr 
Hillier on Diseases of Children—1868, Page 115. 
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rapidity of locomotion is already doing much to ex. 
tend the range of his physiological education, and, 
in addition, the blending of different races which . 
thus favoured, and the consequent 

those possessing constitutions widely different, a 
hasten the higher development of the whole race, 
For when we have the organs which in the one 
parent are highly trained, uneducated in the other, 
and vice versa, it is reasonable to suppose that the 
positive and not the negative, properties of each 
parent will have the ‘greater tendency to be trans- 
mitted to the offspring; hence it will possess some- 
what of the special powers and capacities of both, 
Thus the offspring of aboriginal and European pa- 
rents in Hindustan is said to “inherit from the 
native parent a certain adaptation to the climate, 
and from the European a higher development of 
brain” (Combe’s Constitution of Man,” p. 194), 
Many examples might be adduced to show that 
mixed races of men surpass in vigor and in the ten- 
dency to multiply the parent races from which they 
have sprung. It must to a considerable extent be 
regarded as the expianation of the high vigour of the 
Anglo-Saxon race that in it there are blended to- 
gether so many constitutions, originally very differ- 
ently educated, and consequently possessing widely 
different powers. 


Uterine Rheumatism. 

Several cases of this are reported by Dr. CURRAN 
in the Press and Circular, of which we extract 
one: 

CAsE 1.—On the 20th of January, 1867, I was 
requested to visit a married woman, the mother of 
four children, about thirty-seven years of age. She 
had been exposed to cold and wet, and had experi- 
enced a severe rigor on the morning of my first visit. 
Her chief complaint was of intense and continued 
pain above the pubis. The bowels were freely re 
lieved by adomestic aperient. There was no vomit- 
ing. The urine was sufficient in quantity, but in 
character highly colored and cloudy. She had mer- 
struated naturally a fortnight previously, and the 
history of her life, physically, was that she had never 
required medical attendance except during the par- 
turient state. Upon examining the region corre 
sponding to the seat of pain, I discovered no super- 
ficial tenderness, no abnormal condition of the part, 
but upon employing firm pressure with the ends of 
the fingers, she cried out against the punishment 
inflicted. I was in this way enabled to encircle, 9 
to speak, the uterus and determine that the mischief 
existed there and was confined to that orgad. 
However, although the tongue was coated with 4 
creamy fur, and the pulse was quick, and the surface 
of the body dry and hot, I considered the symptoms 
would yield to an active saline, and that the paia 
would be relieved by the .ocal application of a lini 
ment consisting of aconite, belladonna and chloro 
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to ex. form, applied to the affected region on lint, and 
, and, covered, in order to prevent evaporation, with gutta 
lich is. J percha membrane. On the day following, I found 
ges of little alteration in the general symptoms. She ex- 
t, will pressed receiving temporary relief from the liniment, 
) Tace, but was in truth unable to turn in bed, or move the 





body, from the severity of the pain which movement 







other, —§ produced. I made then a still more minute and 
at the careful examination, the result of which was, that I 
each arrived at the conclusion, that the case before me 













Tans- was one of acute inflammation of the uterus. The 
jome- pressing and distressing nature of the symptoms 
both, justified the opinion. Upon this, I applied leeches, 
n pa- and prescribed calomel and opium in pill, and a 
. the diaphoretic mixture. At my evening visit, I further 
nate, directed that extract of belladonna, diluted with 
at of glycerine, should be smeared over the part; this 
194), covered by silk paper, and a bran poultice to be 
that applied external to all. The subsequent day the 
ten- inflammatory fever stillran high and unsubdued, 
they but the uterine pain was less acute, and the left 
1t be shoulder joint became implicated; towards evening, 
the the nature of the casé had thoroughly revealed itself, 
| to other joints were affected, and a case of acute rheu- 
fer. matism lay unmasked beforeme. From the mo- 
dely ment the materies morbi of the rheumatism dis- 





persed itself over the system, the uterine pain 
lessened. The case ran an ordinary course under, 
an alkaline treatment, the heart escaped, and the 
woman fully recovered, and is now well in health, 
and has been free from any subsequent return of 
the rheumatism. 















Free Hydrochloric Acid in Gastric Juice. 
The Medical Press and Circular says: 
PROFESSOR HorsFORD, of America, has endeayv- 

oured to solve this important question. The long- 
disputed position of Prout, that the gastric juice con- 
tains free hydrochloric acid, was established by C. 
Schmidt, who, in an absolute quantitative analysis of 
the juice, found twice as much hydrochloric acid as 
was required to neutralize all the bases present. 
Then comes the question, how could free hydrochlo- 
ric acid be secreted from the blood, which is an al- 
kaline fluid ? 

The mucous membrane of the stomach presents, 
on its inner surface, the mouths of numerous micro- 
scopic tubes, which are blind sacs. These tubes as 
a whole dip into the spongy tissue that underlies the 
mucous coat, where they are surrounded by the fluid 
pouring from the net-work of nutritive capillaries, 
which fluid, as remarked above, contains acid phos- 
phates and chlorides. Now, by pressure and osmo- 
sis a portion of this fluid will pass through the walls 
ofthe gastric tubes, and the question is, whether the 
fluid that goes through will contain free acid. The 
experiment that Professor Horsford performed seemed 
conclusive. He employed an acid phosphate of lime 
of specific gravity 1-117 of a constitution of 3 (Ca 
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OPOs) x 2POs5 with an amount of phosphate of 
peroxide of iron, present as 1 to 28 of the acid phos- 
phate of lime. The various other solutions employed 
were the ordinary reagents. 

The author used parchment paper to represent the 
walls of the capillary sacs, also goldbeaters’ skin. 
The parchment paper was made from Swedish fil- 
tering paper. In all these experiments the author 
obtained the same kind of evidence of increased acid- 
ity on one side, and increased alkalinity on the 
other. The same effect took place from a mixture 
of acid phosphate of soda and chloride of calcium. 
It follows from the above that if these experiments 
fairly represent the case, and from the known com- 
position of the blood, its condition in the walls of the 
stomach, and the structure of the gastric tubules, 
that free or undecomposed hydrochloric acid must 
find its way to the bottom of the gastric tubules, and 
thence into the cavity of the stomach. 

Professor Horsford says that he has shown that 
the acid phosphate pressed from the corpuscles more 
than neutralizes the alkalinity of the plasma present. 
In reply it may be said, that the author presents a 
condition of things in which there is not the kind of 
physical change required going on, namely, relative 
augmentation of the corpuscles under pressure, the 
concomitant of increased supply of blood to the gas- 
tric mucous membrane. Its degree must be inferred 
from the effects on the secretions which he has en- 
deavoured in his paper to point out by conducting 
an experiment, under what he conceives to be essen- 
tially like conditions, and obtaining the results due 
to identical conditions. The secretion of hydrochlo- 
ric acid is, of course, mixed with acid phosphate and 
alkaline chlorides. These results had been predicted 
from Graham’s researches on dialysis. Phosphate of 
lime and soda are colloidal, relatively to more crystal- 
talloidal hydrochloric acid. Graham found that bisul- 
phate of potassa by dialysis was resolved into two salts 
or mixtures of greater or lesser acidity than the origi- 
nal bisulphate. So he found that acetate of peroxide of 
iron was resolved by dialysis into hydrated peroxide 
of iron and free acetic acid. It is possible and prob- 
able that the albuminoid bodies present take part in 
determining the contrast between colloid and crys- 
talloid bodies. Graham found that by dialysis he 
could separate free hydrochloric acid from the gas- 
tric juice thrown up in vomiting. 





Public Medicine. 

At the last meeting of the British Medical Associ- 
ation, Dr. FARR remarked that public medicine 
was now on its trial; as it became appreciated it 
would open a great career to young physicians; but 
the public health was so wide a field and so difficult 
to cultivate that it required the aid of all classes. 
They wanted help, and they asked for it from the 
chemist, the engineer, the naturalist, from the high- 
est statesman and the humblest town councillor. 
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The primary aim of public medicine was to prevent 
disease, but it also surrounded the sick with the 
conditions most favorable to recovery, and diminish- 
ed the death-toll of the people. It prolonged earthly 
existence and carried numbers of souls through 
childhood, youth and manhood to a ripe old age. 
Health gave rich and poor the full use of their facul- 
ties; it lessened sorrow, and gave fortitude in the 
vicissitudes of life. These were great objects, and 
their attainment was difficult, but not impossible, 
and to accomplish them was to bestow on mankind 
riches more precious than gold. The mean lifetime 
in the healthiest parts of England was fifty years, 
but in whole towns and in entire classes it would 
often be found to be only twenty-five er thirty 
years; in the United Kingdom it did not exceed forty- 
one years. It was found undeniably that a high 
rate of mortality was reduced by elemenfary sanitary 
measures. Pure air and pure water were indispen- 
sable conditions of existence. These withheld, the 
people would perish. 


Congenital Cataract. 

J, F. MINER, M. D., in a clinical lecture reported 
in the Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal says: 

The young lad which we present before you this 
morning has cataract in both eyes, which was ob- 
served to be present a few months after birth. Such 
disease when present at, or appearing soon after 
birth, is called congenital cataract—is called so if it 
appears at a later period, even after the age of pu- 
berty. Whether existing in infancy or afterward, 
the appearances are the same, and are quite different 
from those cataracts which appear in elderly people; 
the grayish or blush-white appearance of the opacity 
is quite characteristic. Sometimes the opacity oecu- 
pies only the central portion of the lens, but it al- 
most always extends until the whole is opaque. 
You will observe the constant rolling of the eyes— 
oscillation as it is called; this is commonly present 
where blindness has existed from birth, the patient 
never having learned to control the motions of the 
the eyes, from having been unable to fix them upon 
objects. 

Hereditary predisposition is said to be the frequent 
cause of congenital cataract; certain it is, that the 
disease does sometimes affect several members of the 
same family. Beyond this I am unable to give you 
any cause for its appearance, at birth; when it ap- 
pears later, more obvions causes might be in opera- 
tion. The prognosis is generally very favorable, and 
though the case before you has been operated upon, 
as I understand twice, thus far unsuccessfully, still 
I have little doubt it can be removed. Thus far it 
appears the opaque lens has resisted the solvent or 
absorbent action of the aqueous humor; but it is 
highly probable that if the capsule is thoroughly di- 
vided, and the lens broken up, that the opacity will 
disappear. It is true it may resist a first and second 
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operation, but we will give the lens a complete divi- 
sion, freely rupturing the capsule, and it must even- 
tually conform to the almost universal rule.* 
Congenital cataract comes under the general head 
of soft cataract, and therefore may be removed with- 
out extraction. It is so soft that when the capsule 
is ruptured freely, nothing further need be attempted; 
it will be removed by the natural absorbent action 
of the aqueous humor, which is now freely admitted 
to the lens. I have previously described to you this 
operation and I have no occasion to repeat. The 
pupil should be dilated. The patient, usually a 
child, should be anesthetized so as to ensure greater 
immobility, and the globe may be controlled by seiz- 
ing the conjunctiva with fine forceps. I have intro- 
duced the needle, as you observe, through the sclero- 
tic, about a line from the border of the cornea, and 
thus am able to divide capsule and lens most thor- 
oughly, as I am determined to give it a fair chance 
to be removed ; but the needle may also in the opera- 
tion for congenital cataract, be introduced through 
the cornea, and the same object attained by slight 
modification of the procedure.. The time requisite 
for absorption varies in different cases, depending 
upon the freedom of the division of lens and capsule, 
softness of the lens and vigor of the patient. A few 
weeks are generally quite sufficient in congenital 
cataract for complete absorption; the lens in such 
cases is softer than in cataract in advanced life ex- 
cept when these latter have reaultéd from injury. 


The Influence of Snake Poison. 

Dr. J. FAYRER, Professor of Surgery in the Medi- 
cal College of Bengal, has published the results of 
certain experiments made to ascertain the effects of 
snake poison on large animals. The horses experi- 
mented on had been condemned to be destroyed, 
for a disease which, though incapacitating them for 
work, was not a disease which would reduce the 
strength of the animals to such an extent as to de- 
prive the experiments of their value. The animals 
were a stud-bred mare, about 14.3 high, and aged 
twenty-seven years, suffering from partial paraplegia, 
and an Australian horse, 15.1, nine years old, a 
powerful animal, and in good condition, though also 
paraplegic. The mare succumbed in an hour and 
twenty minutes from the effects of the bite of a large 
cobra; while the stronger and younger horse sur- 
vived the bite of a powerful, fresh, and full-grown 
daboia nearly twelve hours. 

The difference in the effects of the poison of the 
daboia and cobra in these two cases is very remark- 
able, not only as to the duration of life in the animals 
bitten, but also in the pathological conditions before 

* Two months after operation patient returns with per 
fect result in the eye twice before operated upon, and the 
lens nearly absorbed in the other eye. Amount of vision 
not accurately tested for want of opportunity. Oscilla- 
tion still present, which must greatly interfere with near 
vision. 
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and after death. The mare bitten by the cobra was 
rapidly affected—staggered, became exhausted, and 
died in less than an hour and a half. The horse, 
bitten by the daboia, on the other hand, was affected. 
yery slowly, and seemed to doze his life away until 
just at the last, when a few unconscious plunges ter- 
minated his existence. It is to be noted, however, 
that the cobra bit more vigorously, forced his fangs 
deeper, and had to deal with a more feeble animal 
than the daboia, who bit a more powerful and 
healthy horse, and did not insert his teeth with such 
vigor as the cobra. The snakes were both fresh 
and full-grown, and their terrible power was strik- 
ingly illustrated by the death of these horses. 


Resection of Shoulder-Joint. 

The Baltimore Medical Bulletin contains, in a re- 
cent issue, the subjoined case of general interest : 

Professor WARREN presented Mrs. M. to his class, 
a patient upon whom he had previously operated in 
its presence, for the purpose of showing the results 
of the operation. He gave the following account 
of the case: About one year before Mrs. M. present- 
ed herself to him; she had fallen upon her shoul- 
der and dislocated the Humerus. No reduction had 
been effected ; the limb remained fixed and useless ; 
and patient had suffered the most excruciating pain 
continually. She could not feed herself with the 
right hand, or use it for any purpose, and she was 
reduced to a mere skeleton, from the violence and 
persistence of her sufferings. She desired to be re- 
lieved, and was willing to submit to any operation. 
Upon examination a dislocation forwards was dis- 
covered, the head of the humerus resting beneath 
the coracoid process, and pressing against the bra- 
chial plexus of nerves, some of the trunks of which 
seemed to have been dragged forward by the bone. 
Although she was fifty years of age and much de- 
bilitated, yet in view of affording some relief to the 
continued torture of the poor creature, Professor 
Warren determined to place her under the influence 
of chloroform, and, if an effort at reduction failed, to 
to remove the head of the bone at once. 

The anzsthetic having been administered and all 
attempts at reduction having failed, the excision of 
the head of the bone was successfully effected, in the 
presence of the class. 

It was well that the V shaped incision of Saba- 
tier as modified by Gayraud, was made in the prem- 
ises, for without the thorough exposure of the parts 
and the ample room which it insured, the operation 
would have proved a failure in consequence of the 
firmness with which the head of the bone was held 
in its abnormal position by the lymph which had or- 
ganized around it, and also because of the immediate 


_ Proximity to it of the Axiliary artery. As it was, the 


removal of the head of the bone from its adventitous 
socket was veritably a work of excavation, and the 
avoidance of the artery, to say nothing of the ner- 
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vous filaments, a matter of the nicest and most care- 
ful dissection that can be imagined. The humerus 
was divided through its surgical neck, its head re- 
moved, and the excised shaft carried back to the 
glenoid cavity. The wound healed rapidly and well ; 
and after the lapse of some months the patient pre- 
sented herself at the office of the Professor so much 
altered in appearance that she was not recognized. 
The attention of the class was called to the general 
improvement of the patient—to her face showing no 
traces of the acute suffering which had once been 
depicted in it—to her rotundity of figure wherein 
not a remnant of the former emaciation remained 
—and to the general healthfulness and happiness of 
her whole appearance. An examination of the 
arm showed that the humerus was well up towards 
the glenoid cavity, and that though the action of the 
deltoid was in a great measure lost, by the combined 
action of some of its fibres and the biceps, its long 
tendon having been saved in the operation, the arm 
could be elevated to her head, and that considerable 
latitude of motion had been restored. She stated 
that she was able to sew and to feed herself with the 
right hand ; and that she regarded the improvement 
as very great. 

Resection of the shoulder joint has frequently 
been performed for necrosis of the humerus, and 
more especialiy for gun-shot injuries of the osseous 
structures entering into its composition, but the Pro- 
»fessor was not cognizant of another instance in 
which such an excision had been resorted to for the 
relief of a dislocation or rather for the removal of 
the effects of a dislocation. The earnest appeals of 
the sufferer for assistance—the necessity for such in- 
terferance—and the impossibility of resorting to 
other measures prompted him to try this one; 
while the success of the operation fully vindicated 
the propriety of its performance. 

A few practical points should be remembered in 
this connection, to which the attention of the class 
was specially directed. 

1. Endeavor to preserve the functions of the del- 
toid muscle as much as possible; and if this cannot 
be done, take especial care to remove the long head 
of the biceps from its grove and to preserve it intact. 

2. Encroach upon the shaft of the bone as little as 
the circumstances of the case will allow. Though 
favorable results have followed the removal of several 
inches of the shaft, yet as a general rule the subse- 
quent utility of the arm bears an inverse proportion 
to the length of the shaft removed, because of the 
necessary interference thereby with the muscles 
which control the movements of the limb. 

3. Avoid wounding the circumflex arteries in the 
operation. In order to do this do not carry your in- 
cisions too far down, but limit them to the tissue 
corresponding with the head of the bone. 

4. In healing up the wound see that the pus does 
not burrow, as it is very likely to do, unless proper 





precaution be taken to prevent its excessive develop- 
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ment, and to insure itsescape. Cold water, carbolic 
acid, etc., will accomplish the one indication, and 
careful dressing the other. 


Nature and Treatment of Lupus Eythematosus. 

In theArchiv fur Dermatologie Dr. Moniz Konn 
has an essay on this disease, an abstract of which 
we take from the London Lancet : 

This affection, which occurs in the healthy and 
strong, as well as in the strumous, of both sexes, 
consists of nearly circular spots, of variable size, the 
centre of which is covered by a thin, dark, yellowish- 
brown crust, or by cicatricial-like skin, whilst the 
margin presents a narrow, slightly elevated, bright- 
red line, beset with yellowish or smutty-brown 
scales and crusts, or is punctated, and sharply differ- 
entiated from the adjoining healthy skin. This form 
of lupus is undoubtedly developed in the substance 
of the corium, and occurs upon the cheeks, or upon 
the bridge of the nose, and occasionally on other 
parts of the skin of the head, on the palms and 
palmar surface of the fingers, and on the trunk and 
arms. It is sometimes accompanied by a remark- 
able hypertrophy of the sebaceous follicles, with 
increased discharge of thin secretion, constituting 
the condition known as seborrhcea congestiva. In 
regard to the treatment of this affection, KOHN con- 
siders that internal remedies, as the preparations of 
iron, arsenic, iodine, and cod-liver oil, are quite sub- 
ordinate to appropriate and carefully-applied local 
remedies. Amongst these the following have proved 
themselves to be in individual cases a certain and 
positive means of cure:—1. The spiritus saponatus 
kalinus of Yon Hesra, which is composed of soft 
soap held in solution in rectified spirits of wine, 
with the additition of a little spirit of lavender, and 
is to be diligently brushed over the affected part. 
The scabs separate, blood-drops and serum are 
exuded, dry up to a crust, and on falling off leave a 
more or less healthy surface. 2. Liquor potasse, in 
the proportion of one drachm of potash to two 
drachms of distilled water. 3. Liquor ammoniz. 
4. Carbolic, acetic, hydrochloric, chromic, nitric and 
sulphuric acids; the acetic being perhaps the best. 
5. Iodine, especially in the form of tincture, and 
combined with iodide of potassium and glycerine. 
6. Nitrate of silver. '7. Arsenic paste, in the pro- 
portion of five grains to two drachms of simple 
ointment, and fifteen grains of cinnabar. 8. Chlo- 
ride of zinc, which he has found to be the most 
efficacious of all the emplastrum mercuriali. 


Prussic Acid. 

We learn from the Journal des Connaissances 
Medicales that, at the last sitting of the French 
Academy of Medicine, Dr. ScovurrETENN commu- 
nicated the substance of an essay which created quite 
asensation. It was a posthumous disquisition on 
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hydrocyanic acid, found among the papers of the 
late celebrated Professor Schonbein, of Baden. The 
question discussed was, whether there was a test for 
the above-mentioned liquid besides those of M. Lie- 
big and M. Buignet, which, within certain limits, 
may reveal the presence of prussic acid, but are in- 
sufficient to fix its quantity and detect a crime with 
certainty. Professor Schonbein then proceeds to 
describe a reagent discovered by himself, and deli- 
cate enough to bring out to view even the millionth 
part of a drop, whether diluted with water, or vapor- 
ized in the air; a circumstance affording new proof 
of the incalculable divisibility of matter. Dr. Scout- 
tettenn, who lives at Metz, announced, in his com- 
munication, that he had repeated the late Professor 
Schonbein’s experiments, with the aid of two chem- 
ists, MM. Guebin and Pont, and that he begged to 
submit some of the test-paper prepared by himself 
to the Academy for further trial. The specimen 
forwarded was of the kind called filtering paper, and 
had been soaked in a solution of three gms. of guai- 
acum resin in 100 gms. of alcohol. To use it, a so- 
lution of ten decigr. of sulphate of copper in fifty 
gms. of distilled water should be made, and the 
paper which is white, cut into narrow slips. One 
of the latter being wetted with the solution, it is 
then exposed to the action of the minute quantity 
of hydrocyanic acid dissolved in water, and suspended 
in the air; the paper will then instantly turn blue. 
Dr. Scouttetenn remarks that these slips of paper 
will be useful in examining the quality of the medi- 
cinal waters or syrups containing a very small quan- 
tity of the acid. The paper need only be placed on 
the unstoppered neck of the phial containing the 
medicine, and the blue color will at once become 
visible. Various other experiments are described, 
all tending to the same result. 


The “ Pall Mall Gazette’? on Medical Educa 
tion. 

The Pall Mall Gazette thinks that the tendency of 
the present day is to cram the student with merely 
theoretical knowledge, which will be of little use to 
him in after-life, and to neglect that bedside training 
which alone can give him real experience. The Ga- 
zette accuses the London University, of all institu- 
tutions in the world, as being the fosterer of this 
sytem of unfruitful cramming. It would be diffieult 
to misrepresent the facts more completely than this. 
The University of London has, indeed, enormously 
improved the theoretical studies of the medical pro- 
fession ; but it is even more to be praised for its e+ 
pecial attention to accurate clinical training, having 
been the first institution to set the example of éx- 
amining candidates for degrees at the bedside of actual 
patients. We do not deny that there are tendencies, 
in some quarters, to cram the minds of the students 
with useless matters. But instead of pointing to the 
innovations introduced by the University of London 
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as the example of such malpraxis, we should point 
to the effete conservatism of the University of Edin- 
burgh, which positively refuses to sanction the cer- 
tificates of any medical school in which less than 100 
formal lectures are given upon the subject of Mate- 
ria Medica, which, as still taught in Edinburg and 
nearly everywhere else, is nothing but the most 
wearisome and intolerably useless cram.—Lancet. 


Researches in Resins. 

The Scientific American publishes the following 
though without crediting the source from whence it 
was derived : 

M. Sacc observes that resins have been very little 
studied at all; and his researches recorded in this 
paper extend to copal, amber, dammar, colophony, 
lac (or shellac), elemi, sandarac, mastic, and carnau- 
ba wax (aresin). The author has studied the more 
or less degree of readiness wherewith resins are re- 
duced to powder, the action thereupon of boiling 
water, of alcohol of 86 per cent. strength, of ether, of 
ordinary acetic acid, of a hot solution of caustic soda 
of 1.074 specific gravity, of sulphide of carbon, of 
oil of turpentine, of boiled linseed oil, of benzine, of 
naphtha, of sulphuric acid of 1.83 specific gravity, of 
nitric acid of 1.329 specific gravity, and of caustic 
ammonia. All resins were applied in powdered 
state ; and the solvents three times as large a bulk as 
that of the resins have acted for at least twenty-four 
hours, at temperatures varying between fifteen and 
twenty-two degrees. The results arrived at are 
briefly as follows: All resins submitted to experi- 
ments fuse quietly when heated, excepting amber, 
shellac, elemi, sandarac, and mastic, which swell up 
and increase in bulk. Only the carnauba wax melts 
in boiling water ; colophony becomes pasty therein, 
while dammar, shellac, elemi, and mastic agglutinate. 
Copal, amber, and sandarac do not change. Alco- 
hol does not dissolve amber nor dammar; agglu- 
tinates copal, partly dissolves elemi and carnauba 
wax; while colophony, shellac, sandarac, and mastic 
are readily soluble therein. Ether does not dissolve 
amber and shellac; makes copals swell, and partly 
but slowly dissolves carnauba wax; dammar, colo- 
phony, elemi, sandarac and mastic are readily dis- 
solved therein. Acetic acid does not dissolve amber 
and shellac; causes copal to swell ; somewhat acts 
upon carnauba wax, and does not at all act upon 
any other of the resins above-named. Caustic soda 
solution readily dissolves shellac, with difficulty col- 
phony, and has no action upon the rest. In sul- 
phide of carbon, amber and shellac are insoluble ; 
copal swells therein; elemi, sandarac, mastic, and 
carnauba wax are with difficulty dissolved therein, 
while dammar and colphony are readily so. Oil of 
turpentine has no action upon amber or shellac; 
causes copal to swell; dissolves readily dammar, col- 
phony, elemi, sandarac, carnauba, and very readily 
mastic. Sulphuric acid does not dissolve carnauba 
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wax; all other resins are dissolved and colored 
brown, excepting dammar, which becomes bright 
red. Nitric acid does not act upon the resins, but 
colors carnauba wax straw yellow, elemi a dirty- 
yellow, and mastic and sandarac bright brown. 
Ammonia does not dissolve some of these resins, 
but causes copal, sandarac, and mastic first to swell, 
afterward dissolving them ; colophony is easily solu- 
ble therein. 
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Reviews and Book Notices. 


Guide Book to Florida and the South, for the 
Use of Invalids, Tourists and Emigrants. By D. 
G. BRINTON, A. M., M.D. Published by GEORGE 
MACLEAN, 719 Sansom street, Philadelphia. 1 
vol., 12 mo. cloth, pp. 1386. Price, $1.00. 

The author in this littie work has attempted to 
give exactly such information as the invalid and 
tourist will need in choosing a winter residence in 
the South, in preparing for the journey, and in de- 
riving the greatest advantage and pleasure during 
his trip. 

The greater part of the volume is taken up with 
Florida, but the principal routes and stopping places 
in the South Atlantic States are fully described ; the 
hotels, boarding houses and public places in the 
cities specified ; the prices of board, hotels, railroad 
and hack fares are given from recent and responsible 
sources, and the historic associations briefly referred to. 

The health resorts, Aiken, S. C., St. Augustine, 
Key West, etc., are fully represented. As it was the 
design of the writer to adapt the book especially for 
those going South in pursuit of health, several 
“chapters to invalids” are appended in which are 
discussed “‘ what diseases are benefitted by a change 
of climate;” “which is the best climate in the 
South for consumptives ;” “which climate should 
be chosen,” and “some hints to health-seekers.” 

In plan the Guide Book is based upon those of 
Carl Boedeker, with which doubtless many of our 
readers are familiar. They are unquestionably far 
superior to the English “ Murray.” 

A map of the St. John river ona scale of ten 
miles to the inch is added, which renders the book 
still more valuable to the traveler. 


* 
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Board of Examining Surgeons. 

Three Boards of Surgeons for the physical exam- 
ination of pensioners and applicants for pensions 
have been appointed. They consist of seven surgeons 
for Philadelphia, seven for New York, and four for 
Brooklyn. The Philadelphia Board is as follows: 
Dr. H. Ernest Goodman, President; Dr. James 
Cummiskey, Dr. Edward A. Smith, Dr. Thomas B. 
Reed, Dr. Thomas S. Harper, Dr. John M. Adler, 
and Dr. George C. Harlan. 
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aa” Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 


Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 


s@ To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, so as to require little revision. 


We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

The 21st volume of the MEDICAL AND SuR- 
GICAL REBORTER began on July 3rd. A 
large number of subscriptions are due from 
that date, and we look to a prompt response 
to the bills already sent out and being sent.— 
Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD- 
VANCE. 


We can still supply a few complete sets or 
volumes from the commencement, bound or un- 
bound. They should be applied for soon, as 
they will soon be exhausted. 


PRESCRIPTION WRITING. 

On page 189 of the present volume a corres- 
pondent has much that is pertinent to say 
about writing prescriptions. He calls atten- 
tention to the notoriously incorrect, and some- 
times dangerous modes which are now used. 

What he says, an inspection of any drug- 
gist’s files will prove. Not one in twenty pre- 
scriptions taken from those put up by most 
apothecaries are correctly written. 

We are not at all inclined to lay the blame 
of the fatal mistakes recorded every few days 
in the newspapers, at the doors of the doctors 
exclusively. But it is only too true, that they 
must take their share of the blame. We have 
put on record more than one example of the 
kind in this journal during the last six months. 

Our correspondent does not suggest any 
other remedy than that of writing the pre- 
scription in correct (medical) Latin. 

This is all very well for those who know how 
to write it, and who are writing for druggists 
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who know how to read it. How often does 
this occur in this country? About once in a 
thousand times. It is so notorious that it is not 
worth while to pretend to conceal it, that not 
one graduate in medicine, in one hundred in this 
country, can translate without aid, a dozen 
lines of Virgil, not one in fifty but would be 
puzzled to give the genitive of some of the 
commonest nouns in the materia medica. As 
for the druggists, they do not pretend asa 
body to any knowledge of the “learned lan. 
guages.”’ 

It is therefore a practical impossibility for 
the majority of physicians in the United States 
to write their prescriptions correctly. They 
can’t do it. Why then attempt it? Why 
shall we continue to use this dead language, 
which we do not understand, and which those 
we write for do not understand ? 

It is quite time that writing prescriptions in 
Latin abbreviations was discarded. Such a 
reminiscence of the middle ages should have 
been discarded when the black gowns and hats 
ridiculed by Moliere were dropped. 

This would do away with the danger of 
ignorant druggists putting up the wrong medi- 
cine. It would leave no excuse for not writing 
prescriptions plainly and intelligibly, and it 
would not have a single disadvantage. 

To this latter statement, may be objected, 
the points urged by the editors of the Dispen- 
satory. Now, between ourselves, these points — 
have no weight at all in the present discussion. 
We do not suppose that any physician would 
write, 

Tincture of Indian Hemp ; 
But would write 
Tincture of Apocynum Cannabinum, 
or 
Tincture of Cannibis Indica, 
as he might wish. 


In France this whole antique system of pre- 
scribing in Latia has been long since done 
away with, although every M. D. there must 
have a fair knowledge of Latin before he com- 
mences his professional studies. 

We hope also to see those mysterious hiero- 
glyphs, 5, ™, 3, 3, RK, and their congeners, 
“‘ like the signs of the zodiac ’’ as our correspon- 
dent says, consigned, at no late day, in the 
words of Carlyle “to the belly of Eternal 
Night,’’—and the sooner the better. 

If a physician won’t take time to write 4 
prescription in full, he don’t deserve his fee; 
if he is too lazy to do it, he deserves it still 


leSS- 
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There is no object whatever to be gained by 
holding on to this antiquated and incorrect 
method of prescribing, except to mystify the 
public and one’s patients. If this is the object, 
it is just as easily obtained by the chemical 
nomenclature. This is in English, it is accu- 
rate, and yet it is quite unknown to the vast 
majority of patients. 

Let us now see how the prescription quoted 
by our correspondent would look, if written in 
the manner we suggest: 

Take 


Oil of Cubebs, 

Oil of Copaiva, of each, four fluidrachms. 

Oil of turpentine, two filuidrachms. 

Spirits of Nitric ether, six fluidrachms. 

Mucilage of Acacia, four fluidounces. 
Mix. Mark: One tablespoonful three times a day. 


This momentous change, we have already 
stated, was long ago made in France without 
anything like the necessity for it that exists in 
this country, where classical education is so 
much neglected. Thereis, therefore, no good 
reason why we should retain the old fashioned 
nomenclatme and method. 

Let it be understood distinctly that we do 
not urge indiyidual physicians to make the 
change. We do urge it on the profession as a 
body, and we hope they will take action as a 
body, either through the medical societies, the 
medical colleges, or the Pharmacopceia and 
Dispensatory. 


ABOUT VACCINATION. 

He assumes a grave responsibility who 
shakes the public faith in what tends to the 
preservation of healthand life. Yet there are 
those who pretend to be physicians, who, 
solely out of opposition to legitimate medicine, 
would recklessly shake the public faith in a 
most important and life-saving practice. If 
observation and experience ever taught man 


anything, it has taught him the protective 


power of vaccination over the most loathsome, 
and one of the most fatal diseases that ever 
afflicted the human race. 

Yet there are persons, who from downright, 
inexcusable ignorance, or from unworthy mo- 
tives, are reckless or wicked enough to advance 
puerile arguments against vaccination, and 
newspapers, like the New York Tribune, ina 
late issue, inconsiderate enough to give them 
currency. Aside from a few not very well de- 
fined cases in which various diseases, particu- 
larly of a dermoid character, have been 
charged to the account of “ impure matter ”’— 
the only trouble with vaccination, is that it is 
hot general, and that it is not always thoroughly 
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performed. Vaccination can only be made 
general by statutory law. Law only recogni- 
zes the educated physician—not the pretender. 
Hine ille lachryme. Yet the effect on the 
public of arguments against vaccination, be 
they ever so shallow, is to make people care- 
less and indifferent about, if not positively 
opposed to, the use of a means of preventing 
disfigurement and saving life compared to 
which all other known means are scarcely 
worthy of mention. 





Quarantine in New York. 

During the past summer the virtues of Quarantine 
have been thoroughly tested at the port of New 
York. Yellow fever, cholera, and small-pox have 
struggled persistently for months to effect an en- 
trance there and failed. All of them in their most 
virulent form have been stopped at the lower Quar- 
antine, and the sick transferred to the Hospital Ship. 
We have heard of no cases in New York or its sub- 
erbs. 

In view of what has thus been accomplished 
through the vigilance of our friend Dr. JouN Swin- 
BURNE, Health officer of the city, and the soul of 
the Metropolitan Board of Health, the thought just 
flashed through our mind that he was the counter- 
part of Cerberus—that animal of the three heads 
who guarded the gates of hell! Perhaps the thought 
was natural enough in view of the fact that that city 
is “the gate of hell” to many a poor soul, while 
many others think that it is about as near that place 
as they would care to get! Seriously though, New 
York cannot easily discharge her debt of obligations 
to her very faithful and efficient Health Officer. 
Never before has the mortality of that city been so 
low as during the past year, and it seems to be stead- 
ily diminishing. 

Galveston Medical College. 

The Board of Trustees of Soule University met in 
Galveston, August 12th, and confirmed appoint- 
ments in the Faculty of the Medical Department, as 
follows :— 

J. H. Webb, M. D., President and Professor of 
Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. 


Greensville Dowell, M. D., Professor of Surgery. 

N. N. Allen, M. D., Professor of Physiology and 
Medical Jurisprudence. 

M. A. East, M. D., Professor of Theory and 
Practice of Medicine. 

H. Kilpatric, M. D., Professor of Anatomy. 

J. D. Rankin, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics. 

Leonidas Hudspeth, M. D., Professor of Chemis- 


my D. Howell, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

C. H. Wilkerson, M. D., Prosector to Professor 
of Surgery. 

We trust this action will be satisfactory to the pro- 
fession of the Southwest, and that the school will be 
eminently successful. It has a wide and rapidly 
growing field for its operations. 
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THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.* 
Compiled by Geo. H. Napueys, M. D. 
No. 24. 


This column will contain each week a collection of the 
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now 
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by 
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics, 
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly pubiished 
monographs meee pe grey treatises, and in the current 
medical periodi of this country and Europe. It will 
include formule for hypodermic injections, for inhala- 
tions, for rectal and v suppositories, for ointments, 
lotions, collyria, etc,. etc. 

This selection will be such that each prescription will 
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the 
authority of the name of the physician by whom -origi- 
nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest 
and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro- 
feesion—to aftord a periscope of the remedial measures re- 
sorted to by eminent living physicians. 

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulz, and 
issue them in book form 


Treatment of Scrofula. 
WILDIAM AITKIN, M. D., EDINBURG, ETC. 


219. K. Olei morrhue, fZjss. 
Olei creasoti, gtt. iv. 
Pulveris tragacanthe, 
Pulveris acacize, 
Pulveris amyli, aa. Di. 
Sacchari albi, ij. 
Aque anisi, fZivss. M. 


Take two tablespoonsful three times a day. This 
is recommended as making a palatable mixture. 
The creosote is said to render the stomach more tol- 
erant of the remedy. 

Besides cod-liver oil, other animal fats and oils, 
where they can be taken and assimilated, are sure to 
be followed with benefit. Hence milk, rich in fatty 
matters, such as asses’ milk, and milk drawn from 
cows at a short interval after the greater part of their 
milk has been withdrawn, are found to be followed 
by improvement, where they are persevered in and 
are assimilated. So, also, with cream and butter. 
Dr. Bennett instances the partial success occasion- 
ally of caviar, bacon, pork, mutton-chops and the 
marrow of bones of oxen; while Dr. Thompson 
instances the good effects he has obtained from the 
use of oil from the foot of the young heifer, (neat’s 
foot oil.) 

But medicine is utterly powerless and useless, un- 
less hygienic means are carried out to the uttermost. 
They may be enumerated as follows: 

I. A constant supply of pure and fresh air for 
respiration. 

Il. Active exercise in the open air. The risk is 
in staying in the house and not in going out of it. 

III. It is important to secure for the patient a 

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 
1869, by Gzo. H. Napuers, M. D., in the Clerk’s office of 
the District Court for the Eastern District of Penn’a. 

N. B.—This copyright is not intended to prevent medi- 
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their being 
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uniform, sheltered, temperate, and mild climate to 

live in, with a temperature about 60° and a 

of not more than 10° or 15° ; where, also, the soil jg 

dry and the drinking-water pure and not hard. 

IV. The dress of the scrofulous patient ought to be 

of such a kind as to equalize and retain the temper. 

ature of the body. Waterproof coats, boots, and 
shoes are to be condemned. Flannel ought to be 
invariably worn next the skin in all seasons. 

V. The hours of rest should extend from sunset 

to sunrise. 

VI. In-door or sedentary occupation should be 

suspended; but out-door employment in the fresh 

air, even in the midst of snow, has been and may 
be advantageous. 

VI. Cleanliness of body is a special point to be 
attended to. 

VIII. Marriage of consumptive females, for the 
sake of arresting the disease by pregnancy, is morally 
wrong and physically mischievous. 

IX. The medicinal treatment must be adapted to 
the site of the local deposits and the general nature 
of the particular case. 

J.M. Da Costa, M. D. 

220. K. Olei morrhue, £5 ss. 

For one dose; to be taken three times a day in 
carbonic acid water. Place in a tumbler a smal 
amount of any preferred syrup (orgeat or sarsaparill 
is the best adapted to disguise the taste of the oil) 
and fill up with carbonic acid water, from a bottle 
furnished with a syphon for table use; then, whileit 
is still foaming, put in a tablespoonful of the oil. 
It is astonishing how perfectly the taste is concealed 
in this manner. Other modes of taking the oil ar 
floating on ice water, in lemon juice, and in the froth 
of porter. Less than a tablespoonful is not worth 
taking. The best time for its administration is be- 
tween meals, after the process of digestion is pretty 
well finished. Persons are exceptionally met with 
who take it in preference just before meals, and thus 
avoid the disagreeable eructations. Nobody likesto 
take it the instant after meals. 

Dr. FELIX VON NIEMEYER, Professor of Patholo 
gy and Therapeutics, Director of the Medicd 
Clinic of the University of Tubingen. 
Cod-liver oil has a special and well-merited repr 

tation as a remedy against scrofula, and there at 

plenty of instances where it has been of good ser 
vice. On the other hand, perhaps no remedy lu 
ever been so much abused as this one. Whoevrt 
supposes that the mere presence of a thick nose,’ 
sore upper lip, or a bunch of enlarged cervical gland, 
affords sufficient ground for the prescription of thi 
medicine, will often fail to benefit his patient, a0 
sometimes will do him harm. Daily experient 
teaches, however, that such is the general belief, au! 
that he who seeks to combat it does not merely fig 
a windmill. Let any one ask a patient whose 
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ula has outlasted his childhood, and who has passé! 
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again and again from one practitioner to another, who 
often he has had cod-liver oil prescribed for him since 
the time of its first failure during childhood; how 
many months or years he has taken it; and how 
much the whole aggregate quantity would amount 
to, and he will be surprised at the answer. Never- 
theless, in all probability, the next physician whom 
the patient consults will prescribe it again. A most 
serviceable means of distinction between the cases 
in which cod-liver oil is indicated and those in 
which nothing is to be expected from it, is afforded 
by the symptoms of the torpid and erethitic forms 
of scrofula. When the patient’s slender frame, the 
lack of fat beneath his skin, and his accelerated 
pulse warrant the belief that his nervous system is ina 
state of over-activity, cod-liver oil is generally of the 
most signal benefit. Under its use the plumpness of 
the body increases, while the general susceptibility of 
the system, and the diseases consequent upon it sub- 
side. These are the cases to which this article owes 
i:s name as an anti-scrofulous remedy. But if the 
patient be clumsy and thick-set ; if the nose and up- 
per lip be enlarged, and the adipose layer over the 
rest of the body strongly developed ; if the action 
of the heart be retarded rather than accelerated ; if 
the irritability of the nervous system seem unusually 
obtuse ; in short, should there be reason to suppose 
that the waste of the system is diminished rather 
than increased, we cannot hope to relieve the disease 
by means of the oil. Nevertheless, it is precisely this 
class of patients, who, in vain, have taken such 
enormous quantities of it in the course of their 
lives. Besides the oil, and as a corroborant of its 
effects, so to speak, articles containinga little tannin, 
such as parched acorns, “ acorn coffee,” and home- 
made infusion of walnut leaves are very often pre- 
scribed. Such a practice is greatly to be commended 
whenever there is a chronic catarrh of the intestines, 
embracing the digestion and the absorption of chyle 
and where apprehensions are entertained that the oil 
may aggravate the intestinal disorder. In order to 
make children take the acorn coffee as willingly as 
real coffee, it is sufficient to add a few coffee beans 
to the acorns before roasting them. 


THOMAS HAWKES TANNER, M. D., F. L. S. Etc. 


221. RK. Ferri iodidi, 
Glycerini, f3ij. 
Infusicolumbe, q.s.ad.fZvj. M. 

Two tablespoonsful three times a day. In stru- 
mous ulcers, etc., where the stomach will not tol- 
erate cod-liver oil ; 

222. RK. Ammonii iodidi, gr. j-vj. 

Infusi cinchone flave, f3ss.. 

For one dose, to be taken twice or thrice daily, be- 
fore food. Very valuable in struamous enlargement 
of the absorbent glands. The dose is to be gradu- 
ated according to the patient’s age. At the time the 
medicine is given internally, the following ointment 


gr. vj.-xviij. 
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should be rubbed into the swellings night and morn. 
3 M. 


Another New Hospital in New York. 

It will be remembered that some two or three 
years since a Mr. RoosEVELT left a large amount of 
money for the purpose of establishing a Hospital in 
New York, to be conducted under the auspices of 
the Presbyterian church. 

We are glad to announce that work upon it has 
at last been commenced. The fund for the Hospital 
in the hands of the Trustees now amounts to nearly 
one million of dollars. When completed, the hos- 
pital will consist of seven buildings, the corner-stone 
of the first of which will be laid in abont a week. 
The location of the hospital is to be on the block 
bounded by Ninth and Tenth avenues, and Fifty- 
eighth and Fifty-ninth streets. The building now 
contracted for, and in course of construction, is lo- 
cated two hundred and eighty-one feet west from. 
Ninth avenue. It will be of brick, consists of three 
stories and a basement, and cover a space of fifty-six 
by one hundred and seventy feet. Its estimated 
cost is one hundred and eighty-one thousand dol- 
lars. Mr. Carl Pfeiffer, who designed the new Ger-- 
man Hospital, is the architect. 


223. RK. Ammonii iodidi, 
Adipis, 


Medical Education. 

The following authentic copy of an official docu- 
ment has been sent:us from one of the counties of 
this State. We recommend it as a model form: 
Post Mortem 

— day of July, 1869. 

Alexander Montgomery, deceased ; found upper 

portion of Oss Frontalis lacerated and entirely Anti- 


_Anastimose, also the Ossa Parietals for half way back 


toward the Oss Occipital Anti Anastimose, the entire 
wound being immediately along the coronal suture ; 
from internal examination found buried deep in the 
Cerebrum two pieces of Stone which I removed 
therefrom. “> 


The whole of the above I certify to being true and 
correct. 








me 
> 





—— THE PRUSSIAN STUDENTS.—It would appear 
that the students of the various faculties are either 
much oppressed or are somewhat unruly. They 
have protested against interference on the part of 
the authorities and the police, and claim the rights 
of forming a fund for students of limited means, the 
right of meeting, &c. The protesting document is 
couched in the most energetic language. 


—It is proposed to erect a monument to the 
memory of Dr. McGugin of Keokuk, Iowa. This 
will be a token of proper respect to a worthy man 
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Nine Bones in the Cranium. 

On page 41 of the REPORTER of July 10, 1869, is 
ashort article under this heading. A correspondent 
calls our attention to the following extract from the 
work on Peruvian Antiquities, by Rivero and Von 
Tschudi: 

“In conclusion, it may be proper to notice an os- 
teologic anomaly, very interesting, which is observed 
of all the three races, (viz: Yanyos, Chinchas, and 
Aymaraes,) and it is this : that those children of ten- 
der years, in the first months after their birth, pre- 
sent an interparietal bone (os interparietale, ) perfectly 
distinct ; a bone which, as its name indicates, will 
be found placed between the two parietals, ang hav- 
ing a form more or less triangular, whose sharpest 
angie is above, and is bounded by the posterior edges 
of the parietal bones, while its base attaches itself to 
the occipital bone, by a suture which runs, from the 
angle of union of the temporal with the occipital 
bone, a little above the uppar semicircular line, to 
the similar angle on the oppésite side. 

“Tt follows that this interparietal bone occupies pre- 
‘cisely that part of the occiput which in the other 
-crania is occupied by the upper portion of the occip- 
ital, and which is connected with the parietals by the 
lambdoidal suture. At four or five months this bone 
is regularly united to the occipital, and the union 
begins at the middle of the suture, and advances by 
little and little toward both sides; although even af- 
ter a year it is not found completely effected, but in 
the middle only; a furrow shows the trace of the 
suture; this furrow is not obliterated even at the 
most advanced age, and may be easily recognized in 
all the erania of all these races.” 


Smoke and Rain Drops. 

The report of the English Inspectors appointed to 
investigate the various causes of the contamination 
of the atmosphere in the manufacturing towns of 
Great Britain, furnishes most valuable additions to 
knowledge on the subject of the ingredients of the 
“smoke” caused by the consumption of coal. In 
London a funereal hue is imparted to the statues of 
public men, the exteriors of churches and houses, 
the trees, the birds and the clothing worn by the in- 
habitants, and in other parts of Englani the smoke 
nuisance is almost as intolerable. The “blacks,” 
however, are not the only subjects of complaint, for 
in some districts the smoke arising from coal stro ng- 
ly impregnated with sulphur, condenses into an acid 
rain which kills the vegetation and is exceeding dele- 
terious to the health of man and animals. The 
chemist employed by the inspectors under th e Eng- 
lish “Alkali” act, has acquired such skill in his in- 
vestigations that he can classify smoke in the clearest 
and most definite manner, and can dissect or dissolve 
it into its primitive ingredients. In the same way 
this skilful chemist has been enabled to analyze the 
rain drops, and to ascertain how much acid, how 
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much soot and how much salt from the sea they 
contain. The rain which falls around certain large 
towns has been examined, and large diagrams of 
the drops have been prepared, in which the most 
curious crystal pictures are delineated. The drop 
of Manchester rain resembles the splintering and 
slurring of a large block of ice in which slabs of 
stone are incrusted; London rain resembles branch- 
es of a large tree deprived of its leaves, and the 
Newcastle rain appears to contain blocks of coal. 
These investigations are very minute, and “ spores,” 
the fifty thousandth part of an inch in diameter, 
have been detected and enumerated. 


The Race. 

The Harvard and Oxford Boat Race is the subject 
of an editorial in the London Lancet. That journal 
states that if the diet-scale of the Harvard crew had 
been really such as was reported, the physical pow- 
ers and the health of the Americans would have been 
seriously affected. On inquiry it appears that the 
Harvard men, while training, were allowed plenty 
of meat, with milk, rice, vegetables and fruit, and 
that their dietary differed from that of their oppo- 
nents in the matter of beer. The Americans used 
no beer, wine or spirits. The Lancet says that it 
cannot express an opinion on the influence of the 
rowing or steering of the two boats, or on the effect 
of the want of experience in the H:rvard men of the 
currents of the Thames, but that the difference in 
diet had clearly no effect on the result, and concludes 
as follows: ‘The crews were well matched, the 
race was most severely contested, and it is evident 
that the Oxonians had to put forth their full powers 
to make the victory theirs.” 


Weights and Measures. 

The metrical standard of weights and measures, 
according to a recent report to the Emperor Napo- 
leon III, from the Minister of Agriculture and Con- 
merce, is ‘gaining ground in every country, and has 
been officially adopted by Belgium, Holland, Italy, 
the Papal States, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Mexico, 
Brazil, Chile, New Granada, and the republics of 
South America. An English commission, too, bis 
declared in favor of its introduction into Gret 
Britain. The minister proposes that a commission 
should be appointed for the purpose of delivering # 
foreign countries metrical standards which wij 
serve to render the system general. 

We shall be glad to see it adopted in this county, 
and especially in the drug trade and the writing 0 
prescriptions. Exact science in all its branches bi 
recognized the superiority everywhere. 


Subcutaneous Condyloma. 
According to Dr. T1Essz, the so-called subcu* 


neous condyloma is a monstrous hypertrophy d 
the cellular portion of the follicle. 


/ 
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Fruit and Diarrhea, 

Dr. Epwiy M. Snow, in his last monthly report, 
repeats his assertion that fruit is innocuous. He 
says: We referred in the report for July, to the use 
of fruit and vegetables as beneficial to the public 
health. Perhaps a majority of the people have been 
afraid to let their children, particularly from 3 to 15 
years of age, eat freely of fruit in the month of 
August. But during the past month fruit of all 
kinds has been extremely abundant, and has been 
eaten mere generally than in past years. And yet 
during the whole month, there was not a single 
death of a child betweén 2 and 15 years of age in 
Providence, from any one of the summer complaints. 


Prescribing Across the Counter. 

Recently in Hoboken, an infant being ill, the pa- 
rents, instead of consulting a physician, went to an 
apothecary, who feeling himself equal to the emer- 
gency, prescribed some pills containing opium. 
Result.—Death of the infant; a coroner’s jury; a 
post mortem and a verdict in accordance with the 
facts developed, and censuring the drug clerk who 
prescribed, and the parents who administered the 
medicine for their carelessness. Warrants were is- 
sued for the arrest of the parties. And what will it 
all amount to? Bail—own recognisances—case 
never called—drug clerk continues prescribing across 
the counter—but all his “cases” are not investigated 
in even this loose manner! 


Intermarriage of Relations. 

The Journal of the Gynecological Society of Bos- 
ton criticizes with justice and with severity the ab- 
surd action of the New Hampshire Legislature in 
prohibiting on and after the 24th of December, 1869, 
the marriage of first cousins. This narrowminded, 
short-sighted, meddling in private affairs on the sug- 
gestion of uncertain and deceptive statistics will 
bring the State and the physicians who advise the 
State into discredit. It is very far from proven that 
intermarriages of near relatives, per se, has any bad 
effect. For ourselves we are convinced that it has 
none whatever, and may have most excellent results. 
Who is responsible for this step backward in State 
medicine ? 


Whois HeP 

A morning paper of this city gives a long editorial 
tothe sale of diplomas of Doctor of Medicine by some 
college in this city. No college is specified, and in 
the eyes of those ignorant of facts, the reputation of 
all suffers. Now we call upon our cotemporary, if 
he has any decent regard for the public welfare, the 
Reputation of the city as a centre of medical learning, 
and its own veracity, to state of which medical 
school it knows anything to justify these charges. 
Out with it. 


Notes and Comments. 
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Statistics of Acquired and Hereditary Syphilis. 

Mr. B. Squire furnishes the June numbers of the 
British Medical Journal with the statistics of Syph- 
ilis, occurring amongst a thousand consecutive cases 
of skin disease presented by dispensary patients. Of 
the 1000 cases, 43 were diagnosed as Syphilitic; 38 
being of acquired origin, and 5 congenital. Thus, 
we have a proportion of 1 in 23 of syphilitic origin 
(viz., 4.3 per cent.); of which, 1 in 26 (viz., 3.8 per 
cent.) were in connection with acquired, and 1 in 
200 (viz., .5 per cent.) with inherited disease. 

Of the 5 congenital cases, the youngest was 2 
months, and the eldest 18 months old ; 4 out of the 
5 were under 8 months of age. 

Of the 38 cases of acquired syphilis, the youngest 
was 17 years old, the.eldest 54 years old. Of these 
cases, there were 8 between the ages of 17 and 25 
years; 17 between the ages of 25 and 35 years; 10 
between the ages of 85 and 45 years; and 3 above 
the age of 45 years. 


Canadian Medical Association. 

The Canadian Medical Association met in conven- 
tion in Toronto, on the 8th. A large number of 
delegates from all parts of the Dominion, also from 
American Medical Associations, were present. Hon. 
C. Tupper delivered the annual address. 

The following distinguished gentlemen were elect- 
ed honorary members: Dr. N.S. Davis, of Chicago; 
Joseph K. Barnes, Surgeon-General United States 
Army; Samuel D. Gross, of Philadelphia, and Char- 
les A. Lee, of Buffalo. 


Dr. Storer on “ Pocketing the Pedicle,” 

Those who read upcurrent gynecological literature 
will be aware that the originality of Dr. Storer’s 
operation which he’ calls “pocketing the pedicle,” has 
been denied. 

He defends his claim to being its author in the last 
number of the Jour. of the Gyn. Soc. and after 
hearing both sides, so far as the discussion has gone, 
he undoubtedly makes good his claim. 


Naval Hospitals. 

The Peace Congress of Geneva has suggested that 
in all actions at sea there should be certain ships de- 
voted to the accommodation of the wounded, which, 
carrying a peculiar flag, should be exempted from 
fire—as are hospitals on shore. 





—— Dr. Piiny M. Crume died at the residence 
of his son, near Wabash, Indiana, recently, at the age 
of sixty-six years. Most of his life was passed in Eaton, 
Preble county, Ohio. He was for years a leading 
member of the State Medical Society, and for eight 
years Professor in the Ohio Medical College, and in 
the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery. 
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Correspondence. 


FOREIGN. 


Paris, AuG. 25, 1869. 
Hospitals. 
Ep. OF MED. AND SuRG. REP.: 

There are three classes of civil hospitals in Paris. 
1. General, for general complaints. Hotel Dieu the 
largest of this class. 2. Special hospitals. 3. Hos- 
pices or Alms Houses. More than 40 millions of 
francs have been expended in past 30 years upon 
these hospitals. Total number of beds now is 19,- 
600. All public places of amusement pay a tax of 8 
per cent on receipts for support of hospitals and a 
heavy tax is also levied on every piece of ground, 
purchased in the cemeteries. Medical students by 
the thousand still flock here, attracted partly by the 
past reputation of Paris as an educator, although she 
ha; .0st much of her former fame, partly because 
living and instruction are cheap here, and no doubt 
partly because neither father, priest or laymen here 
thinks it at all amiss, for a medical student to have a 
furnished room, and to contractJon good terms, with 
a pretty girl of 16 or older, to be housekeeper and 
mistress for him during his college course. Christian 
curtation must blush at this statement, but it is true. 

Many of the great men have died within the last 
five years, and those of their compeers, Nelaton, 
Ricord, Paul Dubois and others who added lustre 
to the schools of the French Capital, are so old that 
neither of them does much teaching now. Ricord 
does an enormous and profitable private and con- 
sultation practice, but does not lecture at all. It 
‘was my pleasure to call upon him by personal invi- 
tation. He received me with great courtesy—speaks 
English fluently, (resided in Baltimore, U. S. A., 
when a youth.) .He still holds to the non-contage- 
ousness of secondary syphilis, although in a very 
modified sense from what I had conceived as to his 
views—and prescribes mercury and iodide potassa as 
formerly, with iron and generous diet in advanced 
conditions of disease. He did not seem at all dis 
pleased at my mention of his clear and more com- 
prehensive description of the Hunterian chancre 
than even that by the great master, HUNTER himself. 
He recognizes the Ricordian chancre. NELATON 
stands here at the top of surgery. Much renown 
was added to his already proud distinction with the 
French by the simple operation by which he, a few 
years ago, relieved Garibaldi of a minnie ball in the 

foot, after Mr. SPENCER WELLS, in council with the 
Italian Surgeon, had failed. He attempted crushing 
a stone for Marshal Niel, the Emperor's Secretary of 
War a few months ago, and is said to have succeed- 
ed; but rumor in medica] circles here says the in- 
strument broke in the bladder, and that possibly 
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] 
patient died about four to six weeks after the opera- 
tion—several stones being found on post mortem in : 
the bladder. , t 

MAISONEUVE is the leading man of the older I 
stamp, who still lectures and walks the hospital 1 
wards. He is at Hotel Dieu, Operates with cool- ¢ 
ness and care, ‘and lectures so clearly and well, that d 
although the spoken French is not very familiar to it 
me, still I could understand him quite well. He ¥ 
uses his favorite caustic arrows to a great extent, Pf 
They are made of wheat flour and chloride of zine, . 
He makes incisions into the part to be acted upon = 
and thrusts them in. I saw him employ them thus wi 
in a case of cancer of the womb, also cancer of the tif 
lower eyelid. In neither case do I suppose any good of 
will follow. Surgery in Paris and especially at Ho or 
tel Dieu has become pre-eminently conservative; su 
caustics are employed wherever by so doing the = 
knife can be dispensed with. Nor do I wonder, for th 
the mortality after operations with the knife is great. e 
Owing, I have no doubt, to bad ventilation, and to § ° 
the generally unfavorable atmospheric condition of  ™? 
this climate for surgical success. Out of 4 cases of  ‘é 
amputations which Inoticed in the surgical wards, 
3 were suffering of phlegmon. The new building hen. 
which is rapidly under construction, and will be aPE 
when completed one of the largest and best appoint #5 
ed in the world, may obviate some of the difficulties pre: 
which defeat success in the old. fece 

CHOMEL, CORVISART, BoucHuT, MOISsENET, gor 
DUPREZ, CHASSAIGNAC, and others of considerable ij, 
note, I must leave for another letter, as this one and 
must close. At the Hospital Lourcine, for female Julj 
syphilitic patients exclusively, 2000 are annually § “lo 
treated—mortality 1 in 27. Here the non-mercurial calo 
treatment is carried to a greater extent than any. ‘nu 
where in France, and strange to say under the d- § PU 
rection of Drs. Goupit and M. M. VERNEvIL; the B %*r* 
latter a former pupil of Ricorp. diste 

REAMY. vomi 

ning 

DOMESTIC. ritis. 

arm chick 

Intestinal Obstructions. inche 

Ep1Tors oF MED. AND SURG. REPORTER: out ¢ 
I send you the following notes of a fatal cased July 
intestinal obstructior. and enteritis from supposed broug 
chronic disease of the rectum and colon : for th 
The patient, M. A. Wilson, Millwood, Mason Co, Matte 
Kentucky, aged 23 years, small- size, pale and @ @ %< or 
chectic, had acute rheumatism eleven years ago, she ha 
heart symptoms, for which she has beer treatel MJ sistan 
since, according to accounts of herself arid friends @j as er 
Married three years, had but one child, now overt No ur 
years of age, since the birth of which she has nev? theter. 
menstruated. Child weaned eight months a (%  lnterv: 
extern 





Moved her from West Virginia about one year sine 
Has been suffering from external hemorrhoids, er 








injuries were sustained thereby. At any rate the 





since she has lived here, with discharges of blood a0 





September 25, 1869. | 


pus from the rectum, indicating severe internal 
hemmorrhoids, or some more serious disease of the 
lower bowel. As she would never consent to an ex- 
amination per rectum or vaginam, I had only pre- 
scribed for her upon the representations of her case 
by her husband. Was called to prescribe July 17th 
1869, for unusual constipation, and sent her six 
compound cathartic pills, which were given in two 
doses, and failing to operate, prescribed on the morn- 
ing of the 18th, Ol. ricini, 3j., Ol. terebinth,zj., which 
was followed by a small fecal discharge. 19th, re- 
peated the dose of oil and turpentine three times 
without effect ; gave Croton oil, gtt. iv. in pil. No. iv, 
one every hour, the two last pills being rejected, 
without any evacuation of the bowels, and being no- 
tified, visited her for the first time. Anexamination 
of the abdomen, revealed some distension, no tumor 
or signs of hernia, except an unusual depressed or 
sunken appearance in the region of the ligimoid flex- 
ure, the anus surrounded with external hemmor- 
rhoids, and the rectum so firmly constricted as to 
prevent a digital examination; failing to produce 
complete anesthesia, with f%ij chloroform, . which 
was all I had, I abandoned the attempt to examine 
the rectum in this way. A vaginal examination 
found the womb in norma! position, but through the 
vaginal walls as high as could be reached, the rectum 
appeared to be in an excessively hardened and 
swollen condition, so much as to convey the im- 
pression at first that it was leaded with impacted 
feces. As the distension was increasing, and the 
stomach was becoming irritable, gave calomel grs. 
ij, opium: gr. i, every six hours, with warm hip baths 

and injections of warm soap suds into the rectum’ 
July 20th, no evacuations from bowel, urine high 
colored, but still. pretty freely secreted, pulse 98; the 
calomel] prescribed on the previous day, was discon- 
tinued at night on account of slight ptyalism, and the 
opium continued. From this date until the 31st, the 
secretion of urine gradually diminished, the pain and 
distension of the abdomen increased with fever, thirst, 
vomiting up nearly everything swallowed, pulse run- 
ning up to 140, with every symptom of intense ente- 


ritis. Occasional injections of linseed oil, beef tea, 


chicken water, through a gum tube or bougie 14 
inches long, none of which would be returned with- 
out drawing through the tube. On the evening of 
July 31st, the injection drawn through the tube 
brought away considerable bloody feted pus and 
for the first time since the 18th, a quantity of fecay 
matter, which we continued to draw off at intervals of 
six or eight hours. On the morning of August 3rd, 
she had an evacuation of the bowels without as- 
sistance. Less irritation of the stomach, so that she 
was enabled to take small quantities of liquid food. 
No urine.. Failing to draw more than f4j. with ca- 
theter. Pulse 140. Continued opium with wine at 
intervals, fomentations over bowels. Oil turpentine 
externally, and in small doses internally. August 
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4th.—Gave tinct. aconite gtt. v., every four hours. 
Two evacuations from bowels with tube. Better 
secretion of urine. Wine continued. “Pulse 126 at 
6.P. M. August 5th,9 a. m.—Pulse 120. The 
turpentine being offensive to the stomach, prescribed 
copaiva and nitre dulce. A small teaspoonful three 
times a day, which she seemed to prefer. Nine p. 
M.—Pulse 110. More urine secreted. Aconite dis- 
continued for fear of prostration. Wine and opium 
continued. During the 6th, 7th, and Sth, the pulse 
varied from 112 to 120. There was some desire for 
food. The wine and opium was continued, and the 
bowels moved with tube about twice each day. 
Still scant secretion of urine-or no improvement in 
that respect. After the 5th the distension of the 
abdomen seemed much reduced. Small quantities 
of liquid nourishment allowed atintervals. During 
the last few days Drs. J. N. Proctor, of Elizaville, 
Kentucky; C. C. Proctor, Mt. Carmel, Kentucky ; 
and Dr. G. R. T. CLaRrk, of Yellow Springs, Ohio, 
kindly visited the patient with me at different times. 
August 9th.—Pulse again 140. Failing rapidly. 
Abdomen again swelling with great distension of 
colon to about sigmoid flexure. August 10th, 6 
A. M.—Sinking. Died at 12 M. ' 

As a post-mortem examination was not allowed, 
an accurate knowledge of the cause of the attack 
was impossible. That it was in the lower bowels 
is pretty evident from the fact of there being no 
stercoraceous vomiting, the secretion of urine con- 
tinuing until so late a period, and also that tumors 
could be discovered in passing the bougie about four 
or five inches above the sphincter, and that there was 
some obstruction about the junction of the rectum 
and sigmoid flexure, as the injections passed through 
this did not return as they would when merely 
thrown up with an ordinary syringe, and also that 
there was always a marked depression about the 
sigmoid flexure, below which there was no disten- 
sion. The peculiar cachetic appearance of the pa- 
tient, and the excessive hard and scirrhus like fee. 
of the rectum through the vaginal walls, would 
suggest cancer. Perhaps the attack of rheumatism 
years before, and the heart suffering at that time, 
and since, (although these symptoms were obscure, ) 
and the consequent derangement of the circulation 
producing long continued plethora and congestion 
of the portal system, originated the disease which 


terminated her life. 
ABRAHAM Cook, M. D. 


Millwood, Mason Co., Aug. 30, 1869. 


Mania-a-potu. 
Eps. MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER: 
In your valuable journal of April 17th, vol. XX., 
I see stated as an interesting fact by Dr. HENRY 
YALE SMITH, that he has never seen a single case 
of mania-a-potu in the negro race. I can add to 
that fact, that I have never seen a case of delirium 
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tremens in the Indian: race, in twelve years’ prac- 
tice of medicine in this country (Mexico), where 
three-fourths or more of the entire inhabitants are 
Indians, and who are very much given to drink 
with excess, and drink the very worst of liquors. 
This is a fact that had attracted my attention very 
forcibly, as I have met frequently with cases in 
other races of people. These two important facts 
have very naturally suggested to my mind the ques- 
tion: Is only the European race subject to this 
very repugnant disease ? 
ApotFro Autry, M. D. 
PAPANTLA, MEXICO, June 22, 1869. 





News AND MISCELLANY. 


A New Lunatic Hospital. 
The ceremony of laying the corner-stone of the 


new State Lunatic Hospital, at Danville, Pa., was 
performed Aug. 26. The location was selected by 
the Commissioners, Drs. Curwen, Reed and Green, 
after a tour of inspection extending through three 
weeks, and was approved in conformity to law by 
the Governor. The site chosen is a most delightful 
one, occupying a high plateau, surrounded, at con- 
siderable distances, by hills, and enclosing a land- 
scape of singular beauty. 

Danville isatown of about 10,000 inhabitants 


and a very eligible spot. 


— The milk in New York, according to the in- 
vestigations of the Board of Health of that city, come 
from the wholesale dealer in. nearly every instance 
in an adulterated condition, and is further largely 
adulterated before it passes into the fhands o f indi- 
vidual consumers. Standard milk, it is stated, should 
contain 87 to 89 parts of fluid, and 13 to 11 parts of 
solid substances; but in many instances in New 
York the water was as high as 93 parts. 

——A disease called pachima is reported to be 
fast destroying the cattle of the Soonderbuns, India. 
It has appeared in an epidemic form, and its victims 
invariably fall off and die in the course of two or 
three days. This epidemic is said not to differ much 
from the epizootic, or cattle disease of 1864. It is 
called by the natives pachima, or puschima, probably 
because they suppose it to come from the west. Mr. 
Rainey, in bringing the matter to the notice of the 
Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India, at a 
recent meeting in Calcutta, suggested that the Govern- 
ment should cause a simple manual in Bengalee, on 
the subject of cattle diseases, to be prepared for 
distribution among the people. Such a work would 
be of the greatest utility. 

— Dr. THos. RussELL Crossy has been ap- 
pointed Professor of Animal and Vegetable Physi- 
ology in Dartmouth College, New Hampshire. 


News and Miscellany. 
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— Dr. Monroe G. TEWEKESBURY, an old and 
highly respected physician of Manchester, New 
Hampshire, died on September 2d. His age was 51 
years. He graduated at the Medical school in 
Woodstock, Vermont. 

—— SurRGEON Denby has been detached from the 
Jamestown and Passed Assistant Surgeon White 
from the Ashuelot. Both are placed on waiting or- 
ders. Assistant Surgeon A. A. Hoehling has been 
detached from the receiving ship Portsmouth, and is 
on waiting orders. 


—— Mary H. Stinson, M. D., of Norristown, Pa., 
a graduate of the Woman’s Medical College of Penn- 
sylvania, has been appointed Assistant Physician in 
the woman’s department of the Massachusetts 
Lunatic Hospital, at Worcester, Mass. 

—IT Is said that the Medical Faculty of Paris 
have recently conferred the degree of doctor of medi- 
cine upon three ladies—a French woman, a Russian 
and an American. 

— THE wife of the Rev. Van Ness Traver, of 
Hyde Park, New York, has presented him with 
three children at a birth. There is little danger at 
that rate of the tribe of Levi becoming extinct ! 





[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited 
Srom all F weied of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolw- 
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.] 


MARRIED. 


Hupvson—MoGi._.i—September 15, at the South Com- 
mon M. E. Church, Allegheny, by the Rev. J. F. Jones 
Dr. Adrian Hudson, United States Navy, and Margaret 
M., youngest daughter of the late John McGill. 


Linpr—Margre—In Fort Smith, Ark., August 20th, in 
St. John’s Church, by the Rev. John Sandels, Dr. Thee. 
F. Linde and Miss Lizzie Mayers, daughter of Dr. T. M. 
Mayers, all of that city. 


McGEr0orGE—PULLEN—At the residence of the bride’s 
mother, Hightstown, N. J., ~— ae the Rev. G. H. 
Vilbert, of kport, Mass., Wallace McGeorge, M. D., 
and Anna F., iz est daughter of the late Hon. Isaac 
Pullen, both of Hightstown, N. J. 


DIED. 


Bostwick—In Brooklyn, N. Y., suddenly, Sept. 16, 
Caroline M., wife of Oliver N. Bostwick, and daugnter of 
the late Bradley Parker, M. D., in the 38th year of her 
age. 
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